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For effective communication to take place, it is very important to be clear and precise in our languaging. What, then, do I mean exactly when I say “Ecovillage Design?” Here are the definitions:

ECOVILLAGE:

1) A human scale

2) Full featured settlement

3) In which human activities are harmlessly integrated into the natural world

4) In a way that promotes healthy human development

5) And can be continued into the indefinite future

From: Ecovillages and Sustainable Communities, 1991, Context Institute

DESIGN:

1) To conceive and plan out in the mind. – Webster’s

2) Design is inclusive of a wide spectrum of creative activities, ranging from processes for creating new ordering systems to methods of comprehensive problem solving. It combines creative inquiry and innovative leadership. It is the ability to work on behalf of another’s intentions, purposes, and needs through individual insight and instrumental team skills. It is prescriptive action based on aesthetic, normative, and scientific judgement. The program includes an introduction to theory, philosophy, and methodology behind the traditions of Design. Strategies, tools, and approaches are explored to further develop these traditions or establish new traditions through independent creative work. Antioch University Whole Systems Design Catalog

3) …the end objective of planning [design] is the creation of informed, well-organized, action…the effectiveness of planning [design] lies not only in its ability to guide immediate change, but also in its ability to create scenarios of the future…planning [design] is an active, continuous process, and…planning [design] documents must be flexible enough to accommodate new information, new concepts, and new community needs. – City of Bellingham Comprehensive Plan

4) Ecological Design is simply the effective adaptation to and integration with nature’s processes. – Ecological Design

5) Permaculture Design is working with rather than against Nature.
